
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No.13395, of  B a s i l  B .  A l l i s o n ,  S r . ,  Family T r u s t ,  by 
Bas i l  B .  A l l i s o n ,  J r . ,  T r u s t e e ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  Paragraph 8207.11 of  
t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a v a r i a n c e  from t h e  use p r o v i s i o n s  
( S e c t i o n  5101) t o  use t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  s u b j e c t  premises  a s  
a  p r i n t  shop i n  a  C - 1  D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises  6228 - 3rd  S t r e e t ,  
N . W . ,  (Square  3287, Lot 8 0 2 ) .  

H E A R I N G  D A T E :  December 1 0 ,  1980 
DECISION D A T E :  J anua ry  7 ,  1981 

FINDINGS O F  F A C T :  

1 .  A t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o f  December 1 1 ,  1980,  t h e  s u b j e c t  
a p p l i c a t i o n  appea red  on t h e  P r e l i m i n a r y  Ca lendar  s i n c e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
h a d  n o t  complied wi th  S e c t i o n  3 . 3  o f  t h e  Supplemental  Rules of  P r a c t i c e  
a n d  Procedure  b e f o r e  t h e  B Z A .  The p r o p e r t y  h a d  been pos ted  n i n e  days 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  t e n  days a s  r e q u i r e d  under  t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  The B o a r d ,  f o r  good c a u s e  shown, waived t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  west  s i d e  of  3rd  S t r e e t  
between S h e r i d a n  a n d  R i t t enhouse  S t r e e t s  a n d  i s  known a s  premises  
6228 - 3rd  S t r e e t ,  N . W .  I t  i s  i n  a C-1 D i s t r i c t .  

3 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  110 .45  f e e t  i n  depth a n d  18 .75  f e e t  i n  
w i d t h .  I t  i s  improved wi th  a two s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e .  A c e r t i f i c a t e  of 
occupancy No. B-86915, d a t e d  J u l y  29 ,  1973,  was i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  a s  a dry c l e a n i n g  p l a n t  o f  l e s s  than  2,500 s q u a r e  f e e t .  The f i r s t  
f l o o r  i s  p r e s e n t l y  v a c a n t .  The second f l o o r  i s  occupied  by o f f i c e s .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t ,  A s s o c i a t i o n  P r e s s ,  proposes  t o  use t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
a s  a  smal l  p r i n t  shop wi th  a  darkroom, p la t emaker  and p r e s s .  The a p p l i -  
c a n t ' s  p r e s e n t  q u a r t e r s  a r e  t o o  s m a l l .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  seven 
cl  i e n t s .  The a p p l i c a n t  could  handle  f o u r t e e n .  There a r e  two f u l l - t i m e  
a n d  one p a r t  t ime employees.  Most of t h e  c l i e n t s  come from C a t h o l i c  
U n i v e r s i t y .  The a p p l i c a n t  has a  c a r  t h a t  i t  would use f o r  d e l i v e r i e s .  
D e l i v e r i e s  would occur  t h r e e  t imes  a  week. To t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  s i t e  i s  
a f i f t e e n  f o o t  wide p u b l i c  a l l e y .  Behind t h e  s u b j e c t  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  
l o a d i n g  a r e a  t h a t  measures f o r t y  f e e t  by f i f t y  f e e t .  There i s  metered 
p a r k i n g  on 3rd  S t r e e t .  The o f f i c e s  above t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  compr is ing  
a c c o u n t i n g  a n d  r e a l  e s t a t e  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a r e  n o t  i nvo lved  wi th  d e l i v e r i e s .  
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5 .  The s u r r o u n d i n g  uses c o n s i s t  of r e s t a u r a n t - c a r r y o u t s ,  a 
c a r p e t  s t o r e ,  a  bar  and g r i l l  and a  vacuum c l e a n e r  s t o r e .  

6 .  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  have been two b u s i n e s s e s  
i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  premises i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s .  B o t h  f a i l e d  f o r  a  
l a c k  of  b u s i n e s s .  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  i t  does no t  c o n s i d e r  
i t s e l f  a  neighborhood f a c i l i t y ,  even t h o u g h  t h e r e  would be some walk- in  
t r a d e .  The a p p l i c a n t  f u r t h e r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  wi th  t h r e e  c a r r y - o u t s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  and a  b ig  playground a r e a  wi th  t h e  Coolidge High School b u i l d i n g ,  
t h e r e  i s  n o  housing and consequen t ly  very l i t t l e  walk- in  f o r  l o c a l  
b u s i n e s s e s .  

7 .  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  of a p r i n t i n g  
b u s i n e s s  in a  C-1 D i s t r i c t  d e r i v e s  from t h e  misconcep t ion  of  a p r i n t i n g  
b u s i n e s s .  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a  p r i n t i n g  p l a n t  today i s  n o t  
what i t  used t o  be, n o  l o n g e r  having heavy machinery and n o i s e .  Today, 
wi th  new equipment i t  i s  more of  a  d u p l i c a t i n g - t y p e  b u s i n e s s  o f  a 
s m a l l e r  s i z e .  

8 .  A p r i n t i n g ,  l i t h o g r a p h i n g  o r  photoengraving  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  n o t  
exceeding  2,500 s q u a r e  f e e t  of g r o s s  f l o o r  a r e a  i s  f i r s t  p e r m i t t e d  
under t h e  Zoning Regu la t ions  in  a  C - 2  D i s t r i c t .  

9 .  There i s  n o  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n  o r  s i t u a -  
t i o n  which i s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h i s  p r o p e r t y .  

1 0 .  The h a r d s h i p  a l l e d g e d  by t h e  a p p l i c a n t  was t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
f i n d  a  s t a b l e  t e n a n t  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

1 1 .  There was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

12 .  Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 4B made n o  recommendation 
on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW A N D  OPINION: 

Based on t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board concludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  
seek ing  a use v a r i a n c e ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  which r e q u i r e s  ev idence  of  a  
h a r d s h i p  t h a t  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i t s e l f ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
cannot  be used f o r  t h e  purpose f o r  which i t  i s  zoned.  The s u b j e c t  C - 1  
D i s t r i c t  i s  des igned  t o  p r o v i d e  conven ien t  r e t a i l  and pe r sona l  s e r v i c e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  f o r  t h e  day- to-day needs of a small  t r i b u t a r y  a r e a ,  with 
minimum impact u p o n  su r round ing  r e s i d e n t i  a1 development .  The Board 
concludes  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  h a r d s h i p  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y .  The hard-  
s h i p  i s  p e r s o n a l ,  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  owner t o  a t t r a c t  a  s u i t a b l e  l e s s e e  
f o r  h i s  p remises .  Such a  h a r d s h i p  i s  n o t  grounds f o r  g r a n t i n g  a  use 
v a r i a n c e .  The proposed use r a i s e s  a concern of  a  p o t e n t i a l  of growth 
which would n o t  be i n  harmony with a C-1 D i s t r i c t .  Accord ing ly ,  i t  i s  
O R D E R E D  t h a t  t h e  APPLICATION i s  DENIED. 
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VOTE: 3 - 2  ( J o h n  G .  P a r s o n s ,  C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s  a n d  C o n n i e  F o r t u n e  
t o  DENY; D o u g l a s  J .  P a t t o n  a n d  W i l l i a m  F .  M c I n t o s h  OPPOSED). 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 
3 0 ,;PR 1981 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION OR 
ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT U N T I L  TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING 
BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND 
PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 


